Slovenian Association Sydney

50th ﬂnni‘versary

1957 - 2007




Slovensko drustvo Sydney - 50 let

My name (s Hen

! love going to the
cub with my stara
mama and stari ata
My brother Ethan
and | sometimes go
there on F ridays.

Ethan is 3 years old

Ve have yummy | Food and we play
fis

fin‘*" Lennts in the hall . Stari af:

plays t able tennis too Stara mama
plays with me We ur,m Wﬂﬂ{:f” If’“f‘
Or! the big screen it (s S0 much | u.f’”

{ Uke it when there si rmaﬁ ¢ playing

ar the club and | can play with my

i i"ﬂﬁﬂu{i‘s

Ut 3g,mwfmu:s Ehere are no obher

i there. | wish more kids would be
1T e

i wish that the club would be Forever.

it ma%am mu happy to go there

“‘1“5~

‘i'f‘”""‘

i

S
i

Hen Ciaspersic

(6 years old)




To the Slovenian Association Sydney on their 50th Anniversar

Whenever I'm in the hall of the Slovenian Asso-
ciation Sydney, my attention diverts fo the back
wall, which is dedicated to past Presidents and
those members who, over 50 years volunteered
their efforts to bring life to the vision and create
the building we have today. I ponder over these
names with respect, sensitivity and gratitude, with
knowledge that without them the Slovenian com-
munity would not have this home. Amongst the
names are also those who have already gone to God,
seeking reward for their hard work. They invested
many hours of volunteer work and much personal
sacrifice fo give the community this home- a Place

N _/ where we can all meet, converse in our native
tongue, enjoy festivities, performances from here and Slovenia and enjoy a variety
of sporting activities.

We can also enjoy enticing meals in the restaurant. Several members are also
involved with this service to the community. We must acknowledge their efforts
and thank them for their commitment, so that we can continue to enjoy this serv-
ice. It is essential that we give our patronage to the restaurant and encourage others
to do so.

1o the committee members of the Slovenian Association Sydney - past and present,
to all members and friends, to all those who value their work - congratulations on
the celebration of the association’s 50th anniversary. I ask God that He continue to
bless your efforts into the future!

As the psalm highlights: “ Builders efforts are for nought, if God is not building
a house”. From humble beginnings scattered across parts of Sydney, from Horsely
Park, for which we must give thanks to Akcija Za Dom’, to the buildings and
sporting facilities at Wetherill Park, we give thanks.

And what of the future?!  We must do all that is in our power, to pass onto the
younger generation an appreciation of all that was done in the past and a sense o,
commitment to carry on the work that was begun. Perbaps their approach will be
different, more akin to a younger spirit. Nevertheless, the most important mission
is that they will show interest and be prepared to take the reins, when the older
generation is no longer capable. My responsibility to them is and always was, that
1 seek on their behalf, God’s blessings - particularly for those who are involved
with any Slovenian associations across the whole of Australia. I hope that they will
accept and undertake their mission as responsible young men and women.

Father Valerijan Jenko OFM, AOM.
September, 2007




A history in brief - Slovene Association Sydney

Towards the end of 1956, the desire and endeavours of post war Slovenian
migrants in Sydney, to form an association which would include all Slovenians,
came to fruition. The Slovene Association Sydney was established.

Father Bernard Ambrozi¢ had leased a house from the Franciscan Order. This
was at 121 Queen St. Woollahra. In this house, the newly founded association
made its first home.

A meeting was called on 12. Jan, 1957 to establish a steering committee. Those
present were : M. Lajovic, L. Urbanc¢ic, Joze Cujeé, M. Pleterski, J. Klemencic,
S. Rapotec, O. Turnsek, R. Mrsnik, S. Fretze.

'The task of this steering committee was to organise a general meeting for all
members of the Slovenian community in Sydney.

ROJaAaKINJE IN ROJAKTI!

Kot Vam. je %¥e. ve ali manj znano, smo v Sydney-u ustanovili "ZVEZO SIOVENCEV",
ki nmaj bi postala osrednja organizacija slovenskih izseljencev v avstraliji.

Izvedbo organizacije in pripravo prvega rednega obfnega zbora = ki bo v &asu
bo%iZnih delavskih po#itnic - so Slovenci v NSW zaupali peterim sorojakem, ki
‘sestavljajo zafasno predstavniStvo organizacije. Naloga predstawmi%tva je, da
pritne takoj % organizacijskimi pripravami, da skrbi za kulturni, -dru%abni

in socialni razvoj slovenskih naseljencev v Avstraliji, da z denarjem’in dru-
gimi sredstvd pomaga rojakom, ki so vsled nesrefe pri%li v stisko, iz katere
si sami pomagati ne morejo ter da-razvija in goji slovenski tisk v avstraliji
ter izkuBa izpopolniti . zvezni list "MISLI", da bode res slika na-
Sega %ivljenja in mi%ljenja v Avstraliji. -

Zveza Slovencev je nepolitifna in nestrankarska in je zato v njej prostora za
vsakega, ki je in hofe ostati po%tev zaveden Slovenec, in je po svojih mofeh
pripravljen sodelovati pri delu za bolj%o bodo&nost na%ega %#ivlja v Avstrali-
Ji. o

Vsakde mora biti sprejeti v Zvezo Slovencev na redni seji Predstawni¥tva. Tudi
prijatelji in drmgi pedporniki bodo lahko postali ¥lani. O vsem odloia Pred-
stavniltvo, .
Predstavnistve "Zveze Slovencev" se tem potom obrafa do Vas vseh s pro¥njo,
da se vsi zavedni Slovenci brez izjeme prikljufite slovenski organizaciji in
na ta natin pomagate ohraniti enotnost na%ih ljudi v- avstraliji: Vet glav vel
~ve - vel raiien vel nese! Ostanimo slo¥ni in enotni, da bomo tako dali posne-
manja vredenVzgled na%im sorojakom po drugih kontinentih. Strankarska pripad-
nost in osebne razlike naj nas pri delu za skupen cilj ne motije. PokaZ%imo,da
smo pripadniki sicer malega, a kulturnega naroda in da smo zmoZni podrediti
osebne in sebifne interese interesom skupnosti! :

U :
V trdnem preprifanju, da med nami ne bo nikogar, ki bi stal prekriZarih rok,
ko bodo drugi delali, Vas Vabimo, da se danes vkljufite v vrste Zveze Sloven-
cev in tako dejansko in formalno dokaZete, da ste pripravljeni pomagati po-
mo#i potrebnim in da se vedno zavedate, da je ljubiti domovino ne samo pravi-
ca, temve® tudi dol¥nost. : -
I

Istofasno se tudi obrafamo na Vas in Vas prosimi, da se naj vsakdo,ki je pri-
pravljen kakerkoli sodelovati pri kaki pevski vaji,ali pri kakem koncertu in

Qri drugem.delu, javi, da vemo s kom imamo kje rafunati. Take se bo delo la%-
je porazdelilo.

"V Sydney-u, 2l.avgusta 1953. Predstavni%tvo
"ZVEZE SLOVENCEV"

The first attempt fo organise a Slovenian association in Sydney, came with the establishment of the
‘Slovenian Alliance’ (slovenska zveza) in 1953. It was the forerunner of the club.




At this meeting, to be held on 2nd Feb. 1957, the following people were elected
into the steering committee: President, Milivoj Lajovic; Vice Presidents, Ivan
Plesnicar and Simon Pevc; Secretaries, Ljenko Urbanci¢ and Toncka Vodop-
ivec; Treasurers, Janez Perko and Niko Krajc.

The remaining committee members were: Milan Pleterski, Alojzij Kepa and

Joze Renko.

At this meeting the new club’s constitution was adopted. The main aim of this

constitution was stated thus:

PEOPLE.

PRINCIPLES.”

“THE AIM OF THIS CLUB IS TO UNITE ALL WELL
MEANING SLOVENIANS, WHO CARE ABOUT THE CULTUR-
AL, ECONOMIC WELFARE AND FREEDOM OF SLOVENIAN

THE CLUB IS A-POLITICAL AND HAS AS ITS GUIDE-
LINES DEMOCRATIC, CHRISTIAN AND HUMANITARIAN

Slovenski dom v Sydneyu

121 Queen Street, Woolahra NSW

ODPRLI BOMO ¥ SYDHEYU
IA POSKUSNIO

SLOVENSKO
P I S A R N 0 121 Queen St Woo!lith;'a,

BLIZU POST OFFICE-A

dne 3. maja 1956.

To je v hisi, ki naj postane SLOVENSKI DOM.

Je deset minut hodo od najinegao bivalisca ne 66 Gordon
St., Paddington. Mimo hise vozi Ocean 5t tram in od
Central Railway postaje avtobusa Dover Heights in 5. Heod
Cemetery, st, 333 in 360,

WV mesecu maju bo odprta samo naslednje dni in ure:
Ob cetrtkih ves dan, od 9 dop. do B zvecer.
Ob torkih, soboteh in nedeljoh samo pop. ed 2-8.

Telefona zaoenkrat se ne bo.
W zadevah MISLI, Slovenskega Doma,t za nabavo knjig
in podobno se boste lohko cbracali tjio. Ma svidenje!

Slav. duhovnika.

VABILO
oa

OBLETNICO AKCIJE ZA DOM
V achota 21. avgusta 1965 ob 7.30 svefer v

ET. FRANCISE HALL — OXFORD STREET, PADDINGTON

Sodelujejo v 3 | odski Slovenskega druftva
Po kratkem kulturnem programu veseln domaéa zabava, ki take de niste dodiveli!

Ne znmudite togn vederal Pridite wvai!
V¥ zaupanju je mof — v sodelovaniu slovenski dom!

Prisrina vabljeni!
Odbor Alsije.

S5.D.S. “AKCIJA ZA DOM"
SE VAM PREDSTAVLIA Z NOVO
SENZACHIO

VELIKA VINSKA TRGATEV

IN SPLOSNO RAJANIJE

Z BOGATIM SRECOLOVOM, SALJIVO POSTO

IN “CELJSEIM STARIM PISKROM"
v soboto
10 JULIA OB 8h ZVECER V ST. PATRICK HALL
OXFORD ST., PADDINGTON.
OMliéns godba, ki si je ime pridobils ie slasti
oa VESELEM veleru na ladji




The general elections resulted in the election of the following people:

Honorary president: ~Father Bernard Ambrozic¢

President: Milivoj Lajovic

Vice Presidents: Simon Pevc and Ivan Plesnicar
Secretary: Ljenko Urban¢i¢

Assistant Secretary:  Toncka Vodopivec

Treasurer: Janez Perko

Cultural Secretary: ~ Neva Rudolf

Caretaker: Milan Pleterski

Member: Alojzij Kepa

...the Slovenian community decided on a name for its club. It settled on
“The Slovene Association Sydney’. Thus begins, what can be referred to as ‘the
first phase’ of its history.

In the initial years they created a club ‘home’and established a cultural section
which ran a number of Sunday afternoon lectures and community events. In the
main, these new club premises housed single, Slovenian men.

It was at this time that the idea was born to establish a legal entity or group,
which would run the home and investigate its possible purchase. The opinion was
that by the end of June, 1958, when the current lease expired, negotiations would
commence to purchase the property at 121 Queen St, Woollahra.

A table covered with food and drinks..... Slovenians meeting and socialising.



'The club was to sponsor the purchase and provide the initial capital. The ‘Slovene
Dom Pty Ltd’ was formed and registered as the legal entity for the purchase.
Unfortunately, it was soon realised that the Woolahra property was unavail-
able for purchase, so instead a property was purchased at 7 Metropolitan Rd.
Enmore.

Unfortunately, luck was not with the Slovenian community and the club was
forced to sell the new club premises due to financial difhiculties. From then on,
meetings were held in private homes such as that of Vlasta Cergol, Lojze Kmeti¢
and Toncka Vodopivec.

With the arrival of Father Odilo Hajnsek, the church hall at Paddington was
made available to the Slovenian community, for drama and singing rehearsals.
From 1963 till 1969, Joze Cujes was President of the association. Toncka Vodop-
ivec filled the position of Secretary for this period, whilst Vinko Ovija¢ filled the
position of Treasurer from 1965 till 1968.

It was during these years that the club began establishing the tradition of cel-
ebrating certain annual celebrations. For example, Mother’s and Father’s Days;
‘Jozefovanje’; ‘Kurentovanje’; ‘Jurjevanje’ ‘Kresovanje’; feast of St Nicholas; Box-
ing Day and New Year’s Eve. The club still celebrates most of these today.

In the year of 1963, we welcomed Father Valerijan Jenko amongst us. He under-
took responsibility for providing spiritual guidance and set about establishing the
Slovene Missionary Centre.

In 1963 we welcomed  p. Valerijan Jenko amongst us. Here he is becoming acquainted with members of
the Slovenian community.



Slovenska kmecka godba’. Father Odilo Hajniek organised a group of talented Slovenian instumentalists
to play together at Slovenian functions. (circa 1962)

Performing for audiences at Slovenian functions were much loved choir members qf‘gkijaniki’ (the Larks).
The conductor was Ludvik Klakocer.






The Action Committee For A New Home - (Akcija Za Dom)

'The forming of this committee in the July of 1964, was a very significant event in
the creation of a future for the club. The disappointments of the previous years,
with the forced sale of the club’s premises had brought an end to the ambition of
Slovenians ever owning their own premises. Many thought it would never hap-
pen. However, a group of visionary and motivated people resurrected the will to
try again. A group of 7 people formed this action group.

Itincluded: Alfred Breznik, Rudi Breznik, Vinko Ovija¢, Stanko Salobir,Franc
Novak, Joze Cetin and Virgilij Ferfolja.

They were later joined by: Mihela Sustersi¢, Antonija Vodopivec, Albin Porsek,
Franc Valenci¢, Lucano Mozeti¢, Alojz Kucan, Stane Petkovsek, Rafko Pav-
lovec, Franc Mramor.

'They formed a fund raising committee, which would work to amass funds for the
purchase of new premises.

JAVEN POZIV SLOVENCEM V SYDNEYU

(Prejeli smo in objavljamo — Ur.)

Dragi rojaki: — ko bo naie Zito dozorelo in takrat bo naie veselje

Ze dolga leta sem po svetu, nikoli v svojem
zivljenju pa nisem bil organizator. Vedno sem pa
rad mislil na naio skupnost v izseljenstvu in njeno
kulturne zivljenje.

Opazoval sem rad tudi podjetnost drugih na-
rodnosti. Ne bom jih naiteval, da me ne bo kdo
napaéno razumel. Dejstvo pa je, da smo Slovenci
premalo zavzeti za skup Vsaka sk viee
na svejo stran, sredina je pa puhla in gmlt Tako
ne sme iti naprej. Ozdravimo si to sredino, zdru-
fimo se, zafnimo delovati skupaj kot ena sama
enota, Samo na ta nadin bomo uspeli.

Trdno sem prepriéan, da to ni samo moje mi-
iljenje. Zato 1

orati ino, napravi »i
zrahljano njivo, posejmo vanjo dobro seme. Ne bo
nam zal. Z veseljem bomo gledali prve klice --
mnozile se bodo iz dneva v dan in komaj se bomo
zavedeli, #¢ bo pred nami lepo zelena trata, Ta bo
rasla in rasla do vrhunca, Nato bo napoéil dan,

Misli, February, 1964

ie vecje, To bo naie plaéilo, z zadovoljnimi oémi
bomo gledali uspehe svojega truda.

Zato klicem: Zberimo se skupaj, zainimo =z
delom!

Vai vemo, kaj nam je najbolj potrebno — DOM
in CERKEV! Oboje bomo dosegli, samo zageti je
treba, Zaleti z dobro voljo — boste videli, da nam
bo uspelo,

Dragi rojak, rojakinja! Ko sta prebrala te
vrstice, premislita dobro, kaj bo wvajin odgovor na
moj poziv. Ali se strinjata? Ce je tako, prosim,
Zrtvujta nekaj minut in par pennyjev, sporodita
svoje mnenje na moj naslov pismenc ali ustno po
telefonu, Ce pa rajii naravnost na MISLI, pa tudi
prav.

Vroie pozdrave vsem rojakem #irom po Av-
straliji!

Vinko Ovijaé, TEL. 70-6185
555 Hume Hway, Yagoona, Sydney

61

The parcel of land at Horsley Park,
with spectacular views that reached as
far as the city skyline, was pmf/mxed
in Oct. 1968.

e



From amongst the group were chosen three trustees for the funds collected, who
would lead the community towards the legal requirements of purchase. These
were: Father Valerijan Jenko, Alfred Breznik and Vinko Ovijac.

At the end of its first year, the Action Committee published its first brochure
— ‘Prvo Letno Poro¢ilo’, containing the year’s Financial statement. Another such
brochure was published the following year and the third and final brochure in
July of 1967.

By the end of the third year a total of $6681 was collected. 'The principles of
this Action Committee were adopted by and become a part of the Slovenian
Association’s stated principles of constitution.
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AKCIJA ZA SLOVENSKI DOM V SYDNEYU

“JAVEN POZIV SLOVENCEM V SYDNEYU”,
ki ga je dal v letoinje februarske MISLI rojak
Vinko Ovijag, le ni izzvenel popolnoma v prazno.
Seme njegove besede je sicer podasi poganjalo,
konéno so se le prikazale iz ne preveé rodovitne
zemlje prvee zelene bilke.

Kljub vsemu je treba priznati, da veliki vedini
rojakov ugaja misel: Zbirali se bomo pod lastno
streho, pod njo bomo prirejali igre, koncerte, za-
bave in tako naprej, In se je zgodilo, da se je Vin-
kove zamisli oprijelo neko stevilo rojakov in roja-
kinj, ki so z njim skupaj organizirali akeijksi od-
bor za zbiranje darov v ta namen. Vsi so se pove-
zali z obstoje¢im Slovenskim druitvom in se z njim
domenili za enotni postopek pri akeiji.

Akeijski odbor je razdal, oziroma razposlal po
podti, med rojake veliko Stevilo pisem s ponovnim
pozivom in primernimi pojasnili. Take so rojaki
v Sydneyu in bliZnji okolici Ze poudeni o obstoju
akeijskega odbora in poznajo ljudi, ki ga sesta-
vljajo. Vedo tudi, kako si odbor skusa pridobiti za-
upanje rojakov, kar je vsaj v zadetku eden naj-
bolj nujnih, pogojev, Lahko so uvideli, da je vsaka
vsota, ki bi jo dali, krepko zavarovana

Verjetno bo kljub vsemu Ze veliko pomislekov.
S tem ni nié narobe — tudi ljudje, ki sestavljajo
akeijski odbor, niso zageli brez mnogih pomislekov.
Konéno so se pa le odloéili in stopilli na plan. Tudi
od drugih rojakov ne priéakujemo, da bi na ome-
njena pisma kar bri zaceli posiljati — stotake, Za-
to imamo naért, da bodo &lani akecijskega odbora
3e osebno obiskovali rojake in jih pridobivali za
stvar Vsak se bo pravilno legitimirall s pooblas-
tilom in bo sposoben pojasnjevati in razblinjati
morebitne Se nadaljnje pomisleke, Prepriéani smo,
da boste agitatorje povsod prijazno in dobrohotno
sprejeli.

V spodbudo rojakom naj bodo tu navedeni prvi
temeljni kamni, prvi darovi, ki so Ze v blagajni
akeijskega odbora: £ 50 Vinko Ovijaé, po £ 20 Al-
fred BreZnik in Rudi Breinik, £ 10 Marija Ovijag,
po £ 5 JoZe Cujed in Marija Kecelj, Prva podlaga
je torej Ze poloZena — drugi pa krepko dolagajte!
Vseh ofi bodo uprte v rast te zadetne vsote.

Naj pripomnim, da je Slov. drustve odloéilo:
Od Ze napovedane prireditve v sobote 15. avgusta
v Redfern Town Hall pojde ves dobiéek za Sloven-
ski dom. Ce povem, da bodo na tej prireditvi po-
novno nastopili s svojim prelepo uspelim koncer-
tom naii SKRJANCKI, ne more biti dvoma, da bo-
ste rojaki napolnili dvoranoc do zadnjega kotiik.a
Na svidenje! — Rudi BreZnik.

SLOVENE ASSOCIATION SYDNEY
S5.D.A. AKCIJA ZA DOM

ANNUAL BALL




Finally, dreams became reality when a parcel of land was purchased on the 31st
Oct., 1968, at 45 Ferrers Rd. Horsley Park. The trustees entered into a contract,
on behalf of the association, to purchase the land for the sum of $ 16,600. This
parcel of land had spectacular views that reached as far as Sydney Harbour. The
credit of finding this land must go to Adolf Persic, who had spent much of his
personal time searching for it. ‘The first main event organised on this land was
Preseren’s Picnic or fair, in the summer of 1969.

Starting with Mass, there followed sporting activities, a cultural program and a
dance.




'The years that followed were prosperous for the Slovenian community.

....the committee however, was determined to build its own hall on the parcel
of land. The plans for this hall were prepared by Ivan Zigon but they were never
tully realised.

cultural activities organised in the early years at
Horsley Park.....bocce, choirs, performances in
National dress and many picnics.
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Dark Clouds on the Horizon

During this time there was some friction in the association and the committee.
'The trustees therefore called an irregular meeting , which took place on the 26th
July, 1970 at the Polish Hall in Canley Vale. The meeting did not settle matters,
but resulted in more confusion and mistrust.

Five committee members resigned. The break up or division did not only happen
within the committee, but was also evident in the community itself. From this
point onwards Lojze Kmeti¢ led as President.



o

Stane Petkovsek and Marija Kosorok organised many performances by children. There was an upsurgence

of pride in the wearing of Slovenian national dress.

‘Pust’ (Kurentovanje) and ‘MiklavZevanje’ was always celebrated by the association. Enthusiasm always

ran high in the community.
: »




'The Slovenian Association began a new phase of its existence.

The drive was still there to establish their own completed premises. Eventually,
the club was registered on the 16th August, 1971. The first AGM as a registered
body took place on the 7th November, 1971.

Upon registration, the property was signed over to the association by the trustees.
'This brought to an end the role and responsibilities of these trustees.

Many volunteers contributed much time and effort into landscaping around the Association’s premises.

‘Many hands make light work’.







'The Building Of The Club’s Premises

The first committee after the registration, as did all the ones that followed there-
after, worked extremely hard on tasks that were quite difficult. Even at the stage
of seeking approval to build, they came across bureaucratic obstacles. It became
clear that the parcel of land that had been bought at Horsley Park, was in fact,
located within a green belt and was not zoned for any construction. This zoning
was decreed by the State Zoning Authority. All attempts to find a loophole met
with some success and permission was granted to build on the property. This
loophole was to cost our community dearly. Because the wheels of bureaucracy
move slowly, the building was half finished by the time the authorities withdrew
the building permit.

'The building of the club was also hampered by lack of funds. The committee
solved the problem by borrowing funds from a bank and borrowing from mem-
bers on a ‘no interest’ basis. It then proceeded to furnish the premises, establish
bowling lanes, swimming pool and parking areas. Members helped with funds,

voluntary work and resources.




Moving to New Premises

'This phase, the third for the SDS, can be noted as starting in 1985, a significant
time for the association. The club was aware that it urgently needed to find a new
location for its premises.

In December of 1984, Ivan Kozelj resigned from the Presidency and the position
was filled by Stefan Sernek. The authorities offered a compensatory exchange
for the land at Horsley Park. The new location for the club’s premises was estab-
lished on the parcel of land at Elizabeth St., Wetherill Park. The club is on these

premises today.
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Under the Presidency of Sz‘efcm Sernek, the building of the current clubbouse got underway. The efforts
revived the enthusiasm of the Slovenian community.

The final years of the 1980’s were crowned with glory . Productivity, goodwill and team effort resulted in
the completion of the current club building.







In August of 1986, the club received its compensation. Plans were made for the
new building. An application for a building was lodged but because of bureau-
cratic red tape, the building did not commence until March, 1987. The founda-
tions were blessed on this day by Father Valerijan Jenko with the assistance of
Father Ciril Bozi¢. The building proceeded at a fast rate and by 23rd April, 1988
the almost completed building was blessed by the Toronto Archbishop, Dr. Alojz

Ambrozi¢, with assistance from Fathers Valerijan Jenko and Ciril Bozic¢.




During the years that followed the club began to take on the look it has today.
We must acknowledge that the president of the time, Stefan Sernek, was extremely
successful in finding volunteers and friends to help fulfill the endeavours of build-
ing the new premises. The work was challenging but crowned with success. The
names of all those who helped with this new building are enscribed on a board
in recognition of their contribution as is the Presidents Honour Board. Stefan
Sernek presided as President for ten years and led committees that fostered years
of prosperity.

His Presidency was followed by these Presidents: Joze Lah, Ivan Kozelj, Mira
Smrdel, Robert Fisher and currently, Ivan Geric.

The crowning glory of the association was always the involvement of the Slovenian youth. The young
Slovenians were particularly active in folkdancing. Popular Rudi Crnéec, accompanied the groups with
his accordion.

h. h




Changes to the Club's Environment

In 1998, a parcel of the club's land was sold for industrial subdivision. The pro-
ceeds of the sale was to fund some necessary updates to the premises.

To celebrate the 40th Anniversary, the Slovene Association Sydney, developed
'Preseren Park', named after France Preseren, the club’s historical and symbolic
patron. In the park are planted some tree specimens reminiscent of those found
in the forests of Slovenia. Symbolically, a ‘kozolec’ (hay/corn drying rack) stands
in full view.

In]une 2006, ontheoccasionofthe 15thanniversary
of the Slovenian independence, in 'Preseren Park' a shrine
- kapehca v cast Mariji Pomagaj', was unveiled by Alfred E

Slovema and blessed by Fr. Valerijan Jenko, OFM, OAM.
'The occasion was marked by the presence and performance
of the octet ZVEN from Domzale.




Sporting and Social Activities

The sporting and social activities of the club were also well supported by mem-
bers during the 50 years of the club’s life.

Choirs

Between 1972 and 1980, within the Slovene Association Sydney (S.D.S.), a men’s
choir, under Ludvik Klakocar, performed at various club’s functions. Many of
the members were either members of the church choir or members of the original
‘Skrjancki’.

'This choir was reorganised and became the choir ‘Lipa. Formed in 1981 by
Stefan Sernek, it also had among its members some of the original members of
‘Srjanck{’, the choir that had had so much success under Ludvik Klakoéar. ‘Lipa’
enjoyed much success for over 20 years, until it became part of the newly formed
‘Rozmarin Pod Juznim Soncem’, led by Uros Ergaver, in 2003.
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" Rozmarin Pod Juznim Soncem’, under conductor Uros Ergaver.



Folk Dancing

Although there had been an awakening of interest in folk dancing and the wear-
ing of national costumes, generally in the 1960, no organized dancing is noted
before the end of that decade. The first recorded performance by a local folk
dancing group in Sydney was at the first special event organized by The Slovene
Association at the newly acquired land at Horsley Park. This was Preseren’s Pic-
nic or Fair in February 1969.

The members were: Vlado Smajgert (leader and instigator), Mari Hue (Ovijag,
Marija Lukezi¢ (Verzel), Mirko Lukezi¢ Olga Lah (Ovija¢, Joze Lah, Juri
Sus$nik and Sonja Posenelli.

'The costumes were made by and borrowed from, Marija KoSorok. Mrs. Kosorok
was also one of the earliest folk dancing teachers. She was assisted by Nives
Muha, who also played the accordian. Martin Konda also played the accordian
at times. S.D.S’s folk dancing group ‘Planika’, formed in 1979, competed against
27 other folkloric groups at the Opera House in Sydney and were awarded first
prize for the most ornate and colourful costumes. After Marija KoSorok, in the

early 1980’s, ‘Planika’ was taught by Ivana Slobodnik
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Ower the decades, the members of the folkdancing groups regularly changed. Their performances added
colour and sparkle fo all festivities.




'The performers were mainly 3rd generation Slovenians and the group numbered
over 40 dancers. The age span of the dancers ranged from 7 to 16 years. The
group in fact became so large, that dancers had to be broken up into smaller
groups, to facilitate their learning.

In the late1980’s and early 1990, there were two other noted dancing groups:
‘Mali Preseren’ (the younger children) and ‘Preseren’ (the older dancers). After
about 1993, ‘Preseren’ reformed and became known as ‘“Zakladi Slovenije’. This
newly named group was taught by Lolita Zizek. However, by 2000, only the

ounger group, “Mali Preseren”, continued to perform.
b )

Over several decades, all the mentioned folk dancing groups were taught by a
series of dedicated teachers that should be acknowledged:

Lolita Zizek, Ivan Kozelj, Ljubomir Cordas Majda Kosovel,

Adriana Kustec, Natalie Brook, and most recently Lily Bis¢an and Perina Keen.
It is noteworthy that Rudi Crnéec accompanied the groups on his accordian for
many years. His talent for playing his ‘harmonika’ must be applauded.

'The folk dancing groups performed within the Slovenian community, but most
memorably in the wider Australian community. They performed in Melbourne,
Canberra and Adelaide. These were prosperous times for the promotion of the
Slovenian culture.

Since 1998, the folkdancing groups have been disbanded.



Hunters’ Group

A Hunters’ Section was formed in 1977, under the wings of the Slovene Associa-
tion Sydney. In 1979, Pavle Bogataj founded the Fishing club of SAS and this
group immediately began organizing fishing competitions.

y

On the 25th April 1980 , both of these groups combined to formally form the :
‘Lovska Ribiska in Taborniska Druzina’.

'This group has played an important part in the life of the S.A.S.

Opver the last 27 years, members have collected a bank of fond memories of hunt-
ing and fishing trips. The motivation for these activities however, is not the catch
or the trophy, but rather, the social interaction, exercise, but above all, the friend-




The first ‘Head’ (staresina) of the club was Drago Rabar. He was followed over
the years by: Stefan Sernek , Henrik Jurisevi¢ and Janez Klavzar.

SAS provided the group with a fine Hunters’ room on the first floor of the club’s
premises. The members’ uniforms are distinctive and are often worn, with pride.
Soon after their founding, a badge was designed by Henrik Jurisevi¢. The section
has also an impressive banner, which they exhibit on special occasions.

Records show that these names were the initial committee members who made
significant contributions to the setting up of the ‘Hunting, Fishing and Scout-
ing’ section (Lovska — Ribigka in Taborniska Druzina ) : Stefan Sernek, Pavle
Bogataj, Rafael Lauter, Branko Zobec, Hinko Nell, Dare Borec, Jovani Postaj,
Martin Marks, Nikola Postaj, Toni Bundrla, Viktor Ozimec, Alojz Gominsek,
Duro Zobec.

Of course many other people made a strong contribution in the early years, but
there are too many to mention.

Stefan Sernek was the last ‘staresina’ for the Hunters Group. This group has
ceased meeting and its future is currently in question.




'The bowling faction of the Slovene Association Sydney (S.D.S.) has always been
active. Every weekend, without exception, the activity of the bowlers livens up
the atmosphere of the club. They are a very important part of the life and history

of the club.

'The bowling lanes were first builtat S.D.S. (Slovensko Drustvo Sydney) in Horsely
Park, in 1974. The bocci lanes were officially opened and blessed by Father Mar-
tin, who was on visit from Slovenian, with the singing priests MINORES’. The
President Joze Petric¢ rolled the first bocci ball.

Balinar tekme za Prefernov pokal

BALINARSKA DRUZINA
Slovenskega Druitva Sydney,
vabi svoje ¢lane na prijateljska srefanja v petkih, sobotah i
nedeljah v Horsley Parku.
Vabi vodsive baifrxarjev

From the early 1970, bocce teams for the men and
women were actively involved in inter and intra
competitions. They remain an important aspect of
the club today.




New lanes were built as soon as the club moved to its new premises in

Wetherill Park. A shelter was built over the lanes in 1995.

Since the beginning, the bocci- bowling group regularly organizes inter and intra
club competitions. That they are very successful at such competitions is evidenced
by the numerous trophies in the club’s trophy cabinet in the main hall.

“The Preseren Cup’ is a major annual competition, first played for in 1978. Other
competitions have been for the: Ampol Cup, ANZAC cup, Cankar Cup, Planica
Cup, Zupan(:iéev Cup, Fathers’ Day Cup, Mothers’ Day Cup etc.

On many occasions, a dance follows a long day of competition (‘balinarski
ples’).

Currently, Slavko Princi¢ is the President of the Bowling Group. They are still

active in inter and intra competitions.




In the mid 1990’, The S.D.S. focused
on expanding the activities it provided
for its members. With this in mind, the
committee, under President Joze Lah,
passed a resolution to build a tennis
court at the back of the existing hall.
This they did and the official opening
was held in 1996.

The club promoted competitive games
and ‘with tongue in cheek’, referred
to the competition as the ‘SAS Open’.
Tennis coaching for the younger and older groups was arranged by the club every
Saturday. The enthusiasm was very evident for several years, however, the interest
has waned s1gn1ﬁcant1 in recent years.

In the mid ]990 s, under the pre:zdemy af]aze Labh, tennis courts were built and became a popular
activity for all, but particularly the youth of the community. Annual competitions highlighted many

gifted players.
| i

Slovenian tennis player Kaz‘arzna Srebotm,% currem‘ly mnked 24 in z‘be 200 7A TP/WTA, visited SDS
in January 1998, on the way to Australia Open in Melbourne



Table tennis

Although table tennis was played at
S.A.S. as early as the 19707, this activ-
ity reached the height of popularity in
the mid 1990’s.

Players were outfitted with uniforms
and were very competitive. A commit-
ted group continues to play informally
each Friday night.




From the early 1960’s, a partnership existed between the Slovene Association
Sydney and the Slovene Catholic Church, in the teaching of the Slovenian com-
munity language classes. They were mutually supportive of one another.

'The humble beginnings of the Slovenian language classes were informal pro-
grams of learning and catered mainly to young children who were the offspring
of the first wave of immigrants from Slovenia. The first lessons were held at 121
Queen St. Woolahra and were run under the wings of Karitas (an humanitarian
organization of the Catholic church, catering for the needs of the newly arrived
migrants).

'The lessons were taken by Father Bernard Ambrozi¢ who was later assisted by

Virgilij Ferfolja.

Leichhardt— 1958
Another Slovenian language class, estab-
lished in the Sydney basin, was at Leich-
hardt. These classes again catered to the
very young children. Initially, Father Ber-
nard Ambrozi¢ was assisted by Virgiljj
Ferfolja and Antonia (Toncka) Vodopivec,
who motivated the children with her play-
ing of the piano, drama performances and
singing. These classes ceased by the end
of the 1950’s. Under the support of the
newly arrived Father Odilo Hajnsek how-
ever, classes recommenced at Leichhardt
in 1962. These continued until the mid
1960’s with the work of these fine teachers
— Anton Omerzel, Virgilij Ferfolja, Marija
Kokl and M.Vojsk (relieving).




Paddington — 1961

With the arrival of Father Odilo Hajnsek
in 1961, language classes moved to the new
location of Paddington, in the hall attached
to the Church of St Francis. With two
dozen students Father Odilo began classes
once more. This time, he was assisted by a
qualified teacher, Anton Omerzel. Anto-
nia Vodopivec took over these classes in
the second half of the 1960’s, after which
classes ceased.

Cabramatta —1962

In the 1950’ and 1960’s, the expansion of
the general population of Sydney out to
the western suburbs of Sydney, reflected
the settlement of migrants generally, but
specifically Slovenians. There was an obvi-
ous need to open up Slovenian language
classes further out in the western suburbs
of Sydney. This was done with the open-
ing at two new locations —Cabramatta and
Condell Park.

The Cabramatta classes were held at the
Sacred Heart School, Park St. Cabramatta.
The teachers were: Joze Cujes, Father Ber-
nard Ambrozi¢ Ludvik Klakocer (singing)
and Antonia Vodopivec. By 1970, these
classes ceased.

In 1964, under the wings of the Sloven-
sko Drustvo Sydney, Joze Cuje§ wrote and
published a textbook for the teaching of
the Slovenian language.

It was called: ‘Prvi Koraki . This text was
used in the Slovenian classes.
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Joze C'ujes and Antonia Vodopivec organised many performances by the students of af Slovenian classes.

Condell Park — 1962

Demonstrating industry and pracncahty, Joze Cujes started classes at Condell Park.
Joze Cu_]CS taught these classes in the main. He was relieved by Tonc¢ka Vodopivec on
a few occasions. Vinko Kobal assisted with the children’s singing. Classes were held in
the garage of the private home of the Kariz family at Lancelot St. Condell Park. These
classes ceased two years later.

Horsley Park Slovenian Classes
After the establishment of the Slovene Association Sydney club house at Horsley Park,
the Slovenian language classes were commenced and taken by Antonia Vodopivec and
Zlatka Ratko for a short time. These classes commenced in 1969 and ceased after 2
years. In 1978, there was an attempt to restart the language classes, with teacher, Marjan
Tomazin but with little success. A year later, 1979, Slovenian Language classes were
again started at the club, this time under teacher, Pavla Gruden, who was well loved by
her students. Liza Reja assisted for a short time.

In 1982, records show that Ivana Slobodnik began to teach Slovenian classes at Horsley
Park for a short time. After this period, language classes ceased.




Publications

The Slovene Association Sydney was for several decades, extremely active in
issuing publications for the Slovenian community in Sydney. Many of these pub-
lications described activities within the club and served as an important source
of information within the community. Following is a brief description of these
publications and those who must be credited with the works.

Included in the descriptions are some excerpts from other authors, providing
another dimension of views to the publications.

Nas Dom Our Homeland
Joze Cujes published this bulletin between 1960 — 1961.

No known copies exist today.

Slovenska Kronika The Slovenian Chronicle (second version)

There had been a first version of this publication between 1954 —1956. It was in
fact, the first lay, ethnic newspaper published in Sydney.
'The editor was Joze Cujes.

In 1970, there was an attempt to resurrect this first publication, which had ceased
in 1956. 'The first edition of the renewed 'Slovenian Chronicle', was published in
July, 1970. Its publisher was the Slovene Association Sydney, S.D.S. (Slovensko
Drustvo Sydney). It was a 3 monthly publication. However, due to unrest at the
time within S.D.S., this publication ceased in December, 1970. ( 3 editions)
'The editor was Joze Cujes.

Pravijo, da je tisk velesila. Najbrz bo kar drzalo, zato se je tudi Slovensko drustvo
Sydney odlocilo, da se posluzi tudi te takozvane velesile. No ceravno ne bomo velesila,
vendar je to potrebno, da dobimo in postavimo tesnejso vez med clani, rojaki in med
drugimi bratskimi drustvi v Avstraliji. Zato naj nase glasilo zaide v sleherno slovensko
ognyisce. Velika razkropljenost rojakov po Sirnem Sydneyu, res otezkoca drustveno delo,
Zato naj nas to povezuje v tesnejso in mocnejso sSkupnost......

Novi casi prinasajo nove potrebe in zahteve. Danes je vse povezano, vse organizirano,
zato se moramo povezati in organizirati tudi mi, Zato nam je to glasilo potrebno, da
bomo tudi mi skupno in organizirano nastopali. Le na ta nacin bomo Slovenci v izseljen-
stvu mogli uspesno vriiti naloge, katere nam nalaga cas in dolZnost. Zato naj nam ta
list skusa posredovati predvsem naslednje: da nam skusa posredovati kulturne dobrine,
da med nami izseljenci ohranja in krepi narodno zavest, da nam skusa nuditi moralno
oporo, da obvesca svet o Sloveniji in Slovencih, njihovih teznjah in problemih. V proi
vrsti pa seveda, da obvesca o Slovencih na podrocju Sydneya, drustvenega delovanja
med nami v Sydneyu, naj pa bo tudi zvest spremljevavec vseh nasih izseljencev v Avs-
traliji, vaj se veseli 2 veselimi in joka z jokajocimi, naj govori resne besede, naj pa ima
tudi mnogo smisla za razvedrilo in smeh! Predvsem pa naj bo mocna opora slovenstvu
O tujini.... 3

Lojze Kosorok, Predsednik S.D.S. - Slovenska Kronika, July, 1970 - Stev. 1



Akcija ZaDom , Action for a Home
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"Three annual publications, reporting on the fundraising and progress towards
the building of the premises, for the Slovene Association Sy(fney Slovensko
Drustvo Sydney.
'The issues came out in: July, 1965 - Prvo Letno Poro¢ilo
]ul 1966 - Drugo Letno Porotilo
1967 - Tretje Letno Poroéilo
The editor was Joze Cujes. Kgata Logar (ff:Slgned the covers.

Preteklo je leto dni odkar se je ustanovila Akcija za Domy’. Mnogo bi se dalo 0b tej priliki
napisati. Vendar ni nas namen premlevati stvari, ki so bile Ze tolikokrat povedane
oziroma napisane. Namen in cilj Akcije je vsakemu poznan, tako vsaj upamo.

Ta proa obletnica je za nas akcionarje velikega pomena. Pomen ni samo v financnem
stanju Akcije, kajti obdolZeni bi bili prezgodnjega ustenja. Pomen je vse vecji. Skupina
rojakov, ki smo to akcijo zaceli, smo res Ze takoj v zacetku naletili na majhen odpor
prz poedmcz/y Nezaupanje, posmehovanye, idealisti ali pa norci (razlike ni), vse to in
Se vec je bilo videti in slisati. Vendar, poguma nismo izgubili. Odbor SDS z ostalimi
odseki, so bili na nasi strani od vsega zacetka. Nesebicno so nam vsestransko pomagali.
Na obénem zboru, januarja 1965, so se zacrtale prve smernice dela za dosego skupnega
cilja. Delo v odsekibh (igralci, pevci in Akcija) in to na polju osebnega zanimanja, je bila
najboljsa resitev za sodelovanje. Dokaz tega sodelovanja so stevilne prireditve, ne glede

na organizatorja, za dosego istega cilja. — SLOVENSKI DOM. ......
p. Valerijan Jenko OFM, Vinko Ovijac, Alfred Breznik.’ Prvo Letno Porocilo’. July, 1965




Drustvene Novice Association News ‘Glasilo Slovenskega Drustva Sydney’

When the 'Slovenska Kronika' ceased publication in Dec. 1970, it continued to
be published, but under a new name : 'Drustvene Novice'. It was a free newspa-

per, targeting the members of S.D.S.

It was published 4 times annually. b e i
The editors were: Avstralski ﬁ
Alfred Breznik, - 1971 — 1972

Vlasta Klemenéi¢ - 1972 - 1974
Danica Petri¢ - 1974 - 1977

Avstralski Slovenec The Australian
Slovenian

This publication specifically targeted
the members of the Slovene Associa-
tion Sydney, S.D.S. (Slovensko drustvo
Sydney), and follows on from the
'Drustvene Novice', which had folded
in 1977.

Its first edition came out in March,

1979. It was initially a monthly paper.

KRST PRI SAVICI:.

AL RSO

PUBLISHED BY SLOVENE ASSOCIATION SYDNEY \ /
MESECHIK SLOVENSKIGA DRUSTVA SYDREY

The editors were:

Ivanka Bulovec, Pavle Bogataj and Dare Borec - March, 1979 — Feb., 1980
Ivanka Bulovec and Pavla Gruden March, 1980 —Nov, 1980
Pavla Gruden, with assistance from:

Lojze Kosorok, Joze Zohar, Ivan Kozelj

and Marjan Tomazin Dec.,1980 — March, 1981
Editogiall Committee March, 1981 — June, 1981
Joze Zohar July, 1981 — April, 1983
Ivan Kozelj and the committee of S.D.S. May, June, July, 1983

PRILOGA "GLAS SLOVENIJE"
SDS had an insert within every second edition of GLAS SLOVENIJE
Editor - Ivanka Bulovec 31. October 1996 - 26. April 1997

40th Anniversary Booklet
'The booklet was published in 1997, to celebrate the Slovene Association Sydney’s

40th anniversary. It documented a brief historical overview, mainly in photos.
'The information was collated by Olga Lah , with technical support from Florjan
Auser. It is unfortunate that independent publications by the Slovene Associa-
tion Sydney have ceased and were discontinued more than 20 years ago.

Contributions were made for several years however, to other community publica-
tions, such as ‘Glas Slovenije’, originally edited by Stanka Gregoric.
Currently, club information is relayed to members through regular mailouts.




Slovenian Association Sydney Presidents

Milivoj Lajovic
2.1957 - 2. 1958

Lojze Ko$orok
4.1962 -1. 1963
10.1969 - 7. 1970

Ivan Bavéar
12.1970-2. 1971

Janez Perko

2. 1958 - 2. 1960

Joze Cujes
1. 1963 - 10. 1969
Q

Lojze Kmeti¢
3.1971-11.1972
12.1973-7.1774

Ludvik Klakocéer
2. 1960 - 5. 1960

AngeloBati¢
7.1970-11. 1970

Photos not available

Janez Klemendic
5.1960 - 4. 1962
Henrik Jurisevi¢
3. 1982 - 4. 1982

Peter Cesnik
9.1997 -11. 1997



Joze Petri¢
11.1972-12. 1973
7.1974 - 8. 1974

»
Anton Bulovec
5.1978 - 8. 1980

L j;
Slavko Prinéié

4.1982 - 5. 1982
2.2006

Dusan Lajovic
9. 1974 - 10. 1975

Drago Raber
8. 1980 -10. 1980

Ivan Kozelj
6.1982-12. 1984
11. 1997 - 10. 1999
11. 2004 - 12. 2005

Vinko Ovija¢
10. 1975 - 5. 1978
10. 1980 - 8. 1981

Janez Zafosnik
8. 1981 - 3. 1982

Stefan Sernek
12. 1984 - 8. 1994



Joze Lah Mira Smrdel
8. 1994 - 9 1997 10. 1999 - 11.2004

Robert Fisher
2.2006 -11. 2006

Ivan Geri¢
11. 2006 -

Slovene Association Sydney

Committee Members 2007

President

Tvan Geric¢
Vice President
William Pusenjak
Treasurer
Joze Nemes

Secretary

Helena Geric¢
Committee member

Marija Nemes
Michael Benk

Assistants to committee

Mira Smrdel

Erika Zizek
Tania Smrdel
Tamara Letnar
Renee Letnar




Slovenian Association Sydney Presidents

1957- 2007

Milivoj Lajovic
2. February 1957 - February 1958

Janez Perko Vinko Ovija¢
February 1958 - February 1960 October 1975 - May 1978
Ludvik Klakocer Anton Bulovec
February 1960 - May 1960 May 1978 - August 1980
Janez Klemenci¢ Drago Raber
May 1960 - April 1962 September 1980 - October 1980
Lojze Ko$orok Vinko Ovija¢
April 1962 _jﬂ”””y 1963 October 1980 - August 1981
Joze Cujes Janez Zafosnik
January 1963 - October 1969 August 1981 - March 1982
Henrik Jurisevi¢
March 1982 - April 1982
‘Akcija Za Dom’ begins - Slavko Princi¢
18. July 1964 Property purchased April 1982 - May 1982
(45 Ferrers Rd, Horsley Park) Ivan Kozelj
31. October 1968 Jun 1982 - December 1984
Stefan Sernek
Lojze Kosorok December 1984 - August 1988
October 1969 - July 1970
Angelo Bati¢
July 1970 - November 1970 Re-location of S.D.S. to new premises
IvanBavcar (Elizabeth St, Horsley Park ) -
December 1970 :February 1971 August 1988
Joze Cujes
March 1971 Stefan Sernek
LOjZC Kmeti¢ August 1988 - August 1994
March 1971 - August 1971 Joze Lah
August 1994 - September 1997
Registration of the Peter Cesnik
Slovene Association Sydney September 1997 - November 1997
16. August 1971 Ivan Kozelj
Nowvember 1997 - October 1999
Lojze Kmeti¢ Mira Smrdel
August 1971 - November 1972 October 1999 - November 2004
Joze Petri¢ Ivan Kozelj
November 1972 - December 1973 Nowvember 2004 - December 2005
Lojze Kmeti¢ Slavko Prinéié¢
December 1973 - July 1974 2. 2006
Joze Petri¢ Robert Fisher
July 1974 - September 1974 February 2006 - November 2006
Dusan Lajovic Ivan Geri¢

September 1974 - October 1975 November 2006 -



Bo moj vnuk Se pel slovenske pesmi?

Se viasih vprasam tako, le kaj se godi?
Da pesem domaca vse bolj poredko zveni.
Zakaj se mi veckrat moj sin samo zasmeji?

Zate ko ve da ‘maj ata za pesmi leti’.

Potem se zazdi mi kakor da mnaoge je sram

Teh pesmi domacih ki jaz jib res rad imam.

A rad bi povedal saj enkrat vsem skupaj na glas
“Ieh pesmib prelepih — v njib se skriva del nas’.

Bo moj vnuk se pel slovenske pesmi
Se bo zavedal svojih korenin?
Da bi ponosen bil kot njega dedek,

Le tega v srcu si mocno Zelim
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Bo moj vnuk se pel slovenske pesmi?

Sometimes I ask myself - what is happening?

Why Slovenian folk music is nowadays rarely heard.
Why does my son often laugh at me?

Because he knows that his dad forever chases these tunes.

Then I think to myself that perbaps many are just ashamed.
Ashamed of our Slovenian music — music I love.
So, I would like to say, once and for all out loud :

These songs make up a big part of what we are!
Wit A\ ssociation Sydney
'Elizabeth Street o
rill Park NSW. 2_'1?_6_ =
Tel: 02 9756 1658, =
Fax: 02 97560447 4

il my grandson still sing Slovenian songs?
he acknowledge his hereditary roots?

he stand proudly beside his grandfather?
18 15 the desire I hold dearest in my heart!

This is the desire [ hold dearest in my heart!



