TRIGLAYV PANTHERS AWARDS 2002

NSW SLOVENIAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS FOR
WINNERS OF 2001
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1. Presentation Program of the Awards <
2. Presentation booklet
2. List of winners



ST JOHN'S PARK PANTHERS

i

IN CONJUCTION WITH SLOVENIAN
INDEPENDENCE DAY 2002

We present the

NSW SLOVENIAN OF THE YEAR AWARDS
2001

(Winners to be announced on the Day)

AWARDS PRESENTATION

LUNCH & DANCE
With live band

ST JOHN'S PARK PANTHERS
80-84 Brisbane Rd
St John's Park

SUNDAY 30th JUNE 2002
Lunch 1.00 PM
Presentation 2PM
Then let the Dancing Commence

TICKETS $12 per person with lunch included

$5 per person Presentation & Dance ONLY
Enquiries & Bookings - Lesley Blefari 9610 1627

support your fellow slovenians in the various categories in association with
St John's Park Panthers
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_Eleonora White

Mrs Eleonora White: “It felt absolutely wonderful, lovely. | was surprised
didn’t expect anything like this. | felt grateful too - these Awards are very impc

tant, as they give encouragement and respect for people getting involved

keep the plaque in a prominent place in my house with pride, and friends =

ways comment on it.

They have said that this gives them ideas to nominate me for other go:

ernment awards which is very touching. And my husband, has always su|
ported my work as well. At the moment, | am collecting money in conjucti
with the Slovenian Club in Canberra for six Slovenian families that lost th
houses in the Canberra fires. | am raising money through donations and
raffle which was drawn in April.”

D Saa _}‘_\?arsonage

“ 1 am very proud to receive this prestigious award. It is a great
honour to be recognised by the Slovenian Community for my

achievements.”

Dr. Sean Parsonage
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STEPHANIE SUBER
Slovenian Primary student of the year

BRIGITA BEZJAK
Slovenian Tertiary student of the year

DRAGO OSTRIC
Slovenian Young Enterpreneur of the year

DR. SEAN PARSONAGE
Slovenian highly commended
young enterpreneur of the year

ELEONORA WHITE
Slovenian Outstanding
Senior Citizen of the year

MILKA STANIC
Slovenian highly commended
Senior Citizen of the year
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STEPHANIE SUBER

Slovenian Primary Student of the year

BRIGITA BEZJAK
Slovenian Tertiary Student of the year

DRAGO OSTRIC

Slovenian Young Entrepreneur of the year

DR. SEAN PARSONAGE
Slovenian Highly Commended Young Entrepreneur of the year

ELEONORA WHITE

Slovenian Outstanding Senior Citizen of the year

MILKA STANIC
Slovenian Highly Commended Senior Citizen of the year




AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL ANTIHEM:
"ADVANCE AUSTRALIA FAIR

Australians all let us rejoice

For we are young and free.

We've golden soil and wealth for toil,
Our home is girt by sea.

Our land abounds in natures gifts

Of beauty rich and rare.

In history’s page let every stage
Advance Austraiia fair.

SLOVENIAN NATIONAL ANTHEM:
ZDRAVICA'

Prijatli, obrodile so trte vince nam sladko;
Ki nam oZivlja Zile, srce razjasni in oko;
Ki vtopi vse skrbi, v potrtih prsih up budi;
Ki vtopi vse skrbi, v potrtih prsih up,

V potrtih prsih up budi. |

NATIONAL

NSW SLOVENIAN AWARDS

2001




PROGRAM

1. Introduction and Welcome by Mr Peter
Krope, Chairman of the Board of St John's
Park Panthers (SJPP).

2 National Anthems of Australia and
Slovenia - sung by the Southern Cross
Choir.

3. Welcome to guests and award recipients
by Mr Peter Krope.

4. Address by the Honorary Consul General
of the Republic of Slovenia for NSW - Mr
Alfred Breznik.

5. The NSW Slovenian of the Year Awards
- 2001:

» Introductory address by Mr Peter Krope.
» Awards Ceremony, conducted by:

Mr Walter Suber, Chairman of the SJPP
NSW Slovenian of the Year Awards
Committee; and,

Ms Danica Sajn, Board member of the
SJPP Club and member of the SJPP NSW
Slovenian of the Year Awards
Committee.
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‘Firstly | would like to thank St.Johns Park Panthers for
sponsoring the inaugural NSW Slovenian of the year awards. We
had an excellent response and look forward to an even bigger event
in 2002-2003 with more categories.

A very special mention must go to the judges
Ms. Danica Sajn, Mrs. Dorothy Kobal, Ms. Danica Grzelj
and Mr. Ross Treyvaud.”

LEVEL 1, 129-133 BLAXLAND ROAD TOP RYDE NSW 2112

P: 02 9809 2900 F: 02 9808 3155
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" Eleonora White

Mrs Eleonora White: “It felt absolutely wonderful, lovely. | was surprised-|
didn’t expect anything like this. | felt grateful too - these Awards are very impor-
tant, as they give encouragement and respect for people getting involved. |
keep the plague in a prominent place in my house with pride, and friends al-
ways comment on it.

They have said that this gives them ideas to nominate me for other gov-
ernment awards which is very touching. And my husband, has always sup-
ported my work as well. At the moment, | am collecting money in conjuction
with the Slovenian Club in Canberra for six Slovenian families that lost their
houses in the Canberra fires. | am raising money through donations and a
raffle which was drawn in April.”
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honour to be recognised by the Slovenian Community for my

achievements.”

Dr. Sean Parsonage
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Drago Ostric
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“It is a great honour and pleasure just to be nominated for the Award but to also to
receive it just goes to show that hard work and persistance pays off. The whole con-
cept of the rewards ceremony is great because it gives a new generation
something to work to and also be rewarded by mg_my. fellow peers.”

When Drago purchased Sefton Smash Repair m 999 his goal was to bring his new
business up to speed with current technology and automotlve repair procedure which
he believed would give him the edge on his compatltors Drago is now an authorised
Volkswagen, Volvo and Jaguar repairer and because of his reputation for excel-
lence, won the contract for the NSW Art Gallery and some other large eompany fleets.
On top his already impressive achievements, Drago’s new goal is to match his facili-
ties against the worlds best in his field.

In his spare time Drago rebuilds, designs and modifies specialised motor cars
and is a stickler for highly detailed custom work. He has competed in the Car Show
Scene for years and his machines have appeared on front cover spreads, are seen
regularly in car magazines and he has won a swag of trophies nation wide.

~ Milka Stanic

Mrs. Milka Stanic: “I regard my work amongst Slovenian people as spiritual
work and self-healing, and | do everything happily. | like to help and work, but prefer to
stay in the background. I'm not used to being acknowledged publicly, but of course
receiving the Award was a lovely gesture”.

Amongst Mrs Stanic's work and involvement we find her being a member of
Church Choirs for some 60 years - 20 of these being with St Rafael's Senior Choir
where she has also assisted with the planning of songs and preparation of singer's
folders for some 6 years, and regularly prepares resources for songs during the peo-
ple’s mass.

Milka is also an amateur organist (She tells me that the parish priest informally
instructed her many years back in Slovenia). She seems to sew endlessly, regularly
completing adult and altar children’s robes and apparel for mass as well as formal
habits. In the wider community she trains and works as a Catechist for 20 years in her
area for local schools.

These days she also finds time to do all the washing of the priests’ robes and
habits for St Rafael's, Merrylands. The committee believes that Mrs Stanic is a truly
well deserving recipient of the Highly Commended Category for Outstanding Senior
Citizen 2001.
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Brigita Bezjak

Ms Brigita Bezjak: “Since receiving this Award, | have been reminded
that | can continue to live and promote a life as a Slovenian/Australian rather
than just an Australian with a Slovenian background. It was exciting to know
that there is a team promoting the continuation of Slovenian culture.

Personally, this award has been included in many discussions with peo-
ple that have been interested to learn about Slovenia and travel there! Pro-
fessionally, the award has highlighted to employees that | have a cultural sen-
sitivity to people of culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds. This ex-
perience and awareness is highly sought after in my profession, and | have
enjoyed being able to share it. | hope it continues to grow.and expand!”

As well as being an accomplished musician and cello player, Brigita
graduated in her other chosen profession of Speech Pathology last year. We
wish her all the best in her future endeavours.

Winner

NSW Slovenian - Primary student

Stephanie Suber

‘I felt excited that | had won the NSW - Slovenian Primary Student of the
year Award. | showed the award to my Principal and deputy Principal of
Newbridge Heights Primary School, and they both congratulated me and told
me how proud they were. It made me feel proud of my achievements.”

Stephanie won this award through her obvious energy, charm and deter-
mination at such a young age.Stephanie’s positive attitude helps her achieve
outstanding academic results and competes successfully in tennis, singing, ath-
letics and swimming. She recently performed in a dance group at the Evan
Theatre at Penrith Panthers and participated in the Slovenian Youth Concert in
Sydney. Most impressive of all, Stephanie attends Slovenian School and is very
proud that she is able to speak Slovenian with her parents and her relatives.
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